CHAPTER TEN
PORTRAIT OF A KING 1600-49
ENGLAND was to be ruled by her King, There was no law to compel him to call another Parliament, only ancient custom which he had decided for the present to defy. Some men thought he was merely waiting until circumstances changed and fresh elections were likely to provide a less obstructive majority in the Commons. Others suspected him of hoping that oblivion would creep over the whole idea of Parliament and open the way for despotism. Probably Charles had no consistent plan in the matter. But whatever his intentions, or even his character, they were still a puzzle to the majority of his subjects. England was ruled by an enigma.
The passing of three centuries, the ebb and flow of hostile prejudices, have obscured rather than deared up the mystery. King Charles's character is still a matter of debate, far more so than that of his fascinating son. One may value Charles II high or low, one cannot doubt what manner of man he was; but estimates of Charles I differ beyond hope of reconciliation. It is worth while going a long way round to arrive at some firm picture. It may emerge from a study of the King during his unparliamentary years.
The best side of him appears in his relations with wife and children. His quarrds with Henrietta were all forgotten; they were fast friends as well as lovers. She had escaped a considerable danger, about the time of the French peace treaty. A child was expected, but something was going amiss. Henrietta's attendants attributed the